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BONDS MEADOW COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 
 

Minutes of the Committee Meeting Held on  
12th September 2016 at Ashdale 

 
Present:     John Ward (Chair), Lynne Ward, Margaret Martin, Peter Aldous, Brian Hunter, 
          Christina Brinded, Peter Brinded, Lindsey Andrews, Steve Moore 
 
Apologies:  Dorothy Gordon, Allyson Barron, Sheila Hunter 
 
Minutes of the Previous Meeting    These were agreed to be accurate. 
 
Matters Arising 
 
Most Matters Arising will come up in the Agenda.  Peter B was concerned about the footpath 
closure and the felling of trees, but there have been movements since then.  John, Peter A and 
Margaret met with Robert Slarke of Waveney Norse who shared our concerns about the tree 
felling.  A lot of the identified trees will actually be protected.  The width of the area affected will 
be 5m and not 7m as we originally thought.  The damage will be much less than we thought.  A 
big willow will be cut back.  Some alder and small hawthorn will come down.  There would not be 
anything we can do about this.  As things stand, it will be messy for a while.  All trees taken down 
will have proper replacements.  We have to hold Persimmon to this, be vigilant and make sure 
we are properly compensated.  It could end up better.  Peter B thought we need reasons from 
Persimmon as to why they did not ask our advice.  He said it is possible to get lawyers to work 
pro-bono on planning.  Peter A said Robert Slarke has a tree plan.  Every tree intended for felling 
has been sprayed by Peter A. It is not as bad as we thought.  John said County Cllr Len Jacklin 
is on board.  It was agreed that we have a verbal agreement and we now need to get 
confirmation of this in writing from Persimmon.  Lindsey has spoken to Richard Stone who is a 
landowner and he has information from Persimmon.  He has given Persimmon permission to use 
his drive.  Brian said that workers should be fully briefed before work starts so work is carried out 
correctly.  Persimmon must take on this responsibility of informing their workers.  At present we 
have mitigated things as much as we can.  We need to write to Persimmon to confirm the 
position as we understand it, with copies to Robert Slarke and Richard Hackney of Waveney 
Norse. Lynne will draft a letter to Persimmon.  Margaret will e-mail her the relevant points.  If 
anyone knows a lawyer who can advise on encroachment and footpath closures, please contact 
them.  Lynne suggested talking to Mr. Stone who has contacts. 
 
We are still waiting to hear from Badger Building regarding a possible donation of trees from 
Pegasus Yard. 
 
Chair’s Report 
 
The footpath closure is covered in the previous item.  Work has not started and we do not know 
when it will start. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
 
The current balance of £964-93 was confirmed by Brian in Dorothy’s absence.  Future bank 
statements need to be sent to Dorothy. Margaret took current statement for safe keeping until 
she can liaise with Dorothy who is on holiday at present.  Dorothy needs to request a form from 
the bank who will send a form for her to be a signatory to the account.  The bank will need a copy 
of the AGM minutes showing Dorothy’s election of Treasurer.  PayPal is still operative.  We 
discussed if this is needed.  It was agreed that as we now have Facebook and Twitter we will 
keep it, as we may get some donations.  It does not cost anything.  Dorothy may need to be up-
dated.  Brian and Sheila’s address is the one Len Jacklin has for the locality budget.  Brian is 
happy with this.   
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Project Manager’s Report                                   12th September 2016 
 

Activity – Recently. 

Enlarged working party – We were joined last Tuesday by an old school pal of mine – Peter 
Restall. This increases our working party size to 6 regulars, and last week I was heartened to 
hear that Lindsey would also be joining us regularly providing that BOB will let her! Lindsey’s 
partner Steve also joined us for a big effort in clearing rubbish from the Eastern woods. Not only 
do these volunteers add greatly to our numbers, several of them have lots of ideas as to how we 
can improve Bonds Meadow. I would welcome a couple of them onto this committee if this was 
possible. We do need some new blood, and Lindsey & Steve have had a big impact on a 
committee that was inclined to do lots of talking, but little action often resulted. 

On site meetings – With John we met Robert Slarke, WDC's Tree Manager regarding the loss 
of trees that the new foul water pipe would cause. Under Robert’s guidance I sprayed all trees to 
be affected. I have to say that it’s not as bad as we all assumed, with no real loss of quality trees, 
mainly shrubby copses, and some poor quality trees. Certainly the large Willow will not be 
touched. Met briefly with Peter Ross, the Countryside Officer of Suffolk Norse. Lindsey has 
enthusiastically gained his interest in all that we do, and he is very keen to help us. I am sure that 
Lindsey will further update us. 

Update on the eastern pathway – For two consecutive weeks the working party has chopped, 
felled, cleared a pathway from the Community Orchard heading east. It has been testing, and 
taxing work, however our sheer numbers have been put to good use, and we are making 
considerable impact. It will look terrific once it is completed. Part of this work entails rubbish/fly 
tipped material being collected, and Margaret kindly sent off a letter to three skip hire companies 
asking for a large skip FOC. Two replied – E E Green, and C R Hales, and I liaised with them 
both to provide us with a large skip. Last Tuesday Green's skip was delivered, and within 2 hours 
we had completely filled it. Amongst the rubbish were bikes, settee, garden furniture, car tyres, 5 
car batteries, and lots of dumped children’s toys, clothing etc. and a bath!  I will ask Hales to do a 
similar job for us later. On a final note, many residents have congratulated us on our efforts to 
clear the rubbish, and after I had explained to one resident (Ken Smith) that we were going to 
write to skip companies, he said if you are unsuccessful here is my telephone number, ring me 
and I will pay for a skip for you 

7 weeks of key tasks - 

Sept 13 Rake Dell and Lower meadow 
Sept 20 Turf removal (Sunhenge) ready for wildflower seed planting 
Sept 27 Turf removal (Dell & Lower meadow) ready for wildflower seed planting 

Oct 4    2nd Meadow cut – Must be 4 inch cut / 2nd Rubbish collection if needed) 
Oct 11   Rake Sunhenge  
Oct 18   Rake Dell & lower meadow 
Oct 25 Sow Wildflower seeds Sunhenge/Dell 
November Continue with pathway through the Eastern Woods. 
 
Forthcoming Holiday – I am away on the following Tuesdays – Sept. 20th & 27th, and Oct 18th 
 
Peter Aldous.    Project Manager 
 
Christina suggested digging up saplings and re-planting them where they will prevent Himalayan 
Balsam and other unwelcome shrubs from growing.  Blackthorn could then attract butterflies who 
could pollinate and save us buying seeds.  Peter A said the work party is fully occupied over the 
next seven weeks but this can be considered for over the winter.  Peter A said the meadow 
needs another cut in early October.  It needs to be a 4 inch cut.  The possible donation of trees 
from Badger Building has already been covered. 
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Wildflower Seeds 
 
John has looked at the Emorsgate website.  The wildflower mixture needs to be sown with grass.  
The standard meadow mixture is cheaper and has grass with it.  Lindsey said we are missing 
some butterflies from the species list, i.e. the Common Blue, Brown Argus and Small Copper.  
These are good early indicators there is an active thriving meadow.  We agreed to order from 
Emorsgate as they have quality seeds with a good success rate.  The grass will have to be 
stripped back in certain areas.  We need to decide where the patches should be.  Steve 
suggested making “islands”.  We could consider fencing some off, but not others, to see what 
works better.  A fence would deter muntjac.  Do we need to test the quality of soil as wildflowers 
usually need barren soil?  Lindsey advised planting an area to see how it goes.  Peter A plans for 
the work party to start this work on the lower meadow and Dell on 20th/27th September (as part of 
his 7 week plan) while he is away.   Ragwort is an important food source for butterflies.  John will 
order seeds.  Lynne said she will e-mail Emorsgate to see if they can give us a discount. 
 
Butterflies of Britain Report 
 
Lindsey has produced a report on her meeting with Suffolk Norse.  There are lots of positive 
ideas.  Suffolk Norse want to meet us to discuss how Peter Ross and his team can assist.  
Possibilities would be meadow cuts and tree felling.  This would be regular.  Suffolk Norse want 
to expand into North Suffolk.  We need to think about the best use we can make of Suffolk Norse 
who can bring their own tools.  Peter Ross’ best availability for a meeting with us is a Monday 
evening.  Could we have a meeting specifically for him?  We can use their tools or they may be 
able to pay for some.  They can provide signage if we can decide what we want.  They have their 
own insurance.  Our wish list could include shoring up fencing to prevent motor-bikes entering 
the meadow.  They have materials and resources.  We can also tap into Peter Ross’ knowledge 
as a conservationist.  Peter thinks creating a pond-dipping facility is achievable.  The pond would 
need to be dug out a bit deeper and a platform could be put in.  Health & Safety would be 
covered by putting up a notice warning of deep water, as it is already open water.  Another 
possibility would be compost toilets.  We have already suggested that Persimmon dredge the 
pond as part of their mitigation.  When we contact Persimmon, and when we get a time-scale, we 
will ask again about dredging.  It is a priority this winter.  Peter A said Essex & Suffolk Water 
would probably do it but they had advised contacting Persimmon first.  We will ask for regular site 
meetings with Persimmon and ask for dates.  If we go ahead with pond-dipping Lindsey can 
facilitate this and it can be a potential fund-raiser.  If we make better use of the big pond, what 
happens to the small pond? Peter Ross advised it needs work to make it more efficient for 
wildlife.  He suggested felling trees to let in light.  Otherwise fill the small ponds in which would 
save constantly fishing wood and rubbish out.  They also silt up.  The small pond was originally 
dug out as a feeder pond to the large pond to encourage amphibians.  Should we create another 
pond next to the big pond?  This would be in a better place as this area is wet anyway.  Could the 
small pond be turned into a boggy area?  This will have to be further discussed.   All committee 
members will read the report and bring ideas to the next meeting. 
 
BOB has become a Woodland Trust Tree Charter Branch, the only one in this area educating 
children about trees. Lindsey has asked for trees which benefit wildlife.  Lindsey suggested 
holding a Community Tree Event in Bonds Meadow.    
 
 
Halloween Event.  Lindsey suggested this as a community event.  We will ask for a suggested 
donation of £3 a family.  It will include a pumpkin parade, apple-bobbing and a creepy-crawly 
trail.  It will be held on Sunday 30th October between 3pm – 6 pm.  Agenda item for the next 
meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 



 4 
 

Encroachment Update 
 
John said that the draft document seems almost complete.  This needs to be completed and sent 
to the Land Registry.  We need to check that the reference number of the encroachment is 
correct.  We need to check the address with Paul and Mandy.   
 
Oher Encroachment behind Sands Lane.  We need to keep this under observation as the van is 
still there. 
 
Web Site/Social Media 
 
Website.  The most relevant up-dating is done.  Lindsey has produced a new species list.  We 
need to up-date the bird list.  Margaret has taken a photo of the raking and will e-mail it to John.  
Peter A has up-dated news and left this with John. 
 
The Facebook page is up and running. 
 
AOB 
 
Christina offered to contact Fiona about tree preservation orders as only one tree on the meadow 
has a tree preservation order.   
 
Peter A said that Peter Ross is a good resource for us, and we need to meet him, but must 
decide first what we want to do and this should be a large part of the next meeting.  Lindsey said 
that Peter Ross is keen to work over the winter.  We will invite him to the meeting after next. 
 
John has had an e-mail from Tony Fewkington, one of our volunteers.  He has produced a list of 
points regarding a newsletter and what he thinks it could look like.  John will distribute the e-mail 
and we will discuss further.  Our initial reaction was we thought it is a great newsletter but are 
concerned about the cost of printing.  John knows a company called Graphic Solutions.  We think 
this is the way to go.  We could include adverts.  We need to consider the environmental impact. 
 
Carolyn Gosling, in her role as Oulton Correspondent, has asked Margaret for fresh material on 
Bonds Meadow which can be sent to the Lowestoft Journal.  Margaret will send a report about 
the recent rubbish clearance. 
 
Date of Next Meeting    7.30 pm on Monday 3rd October at Ashdale 
 
Agenda will be:- 
 
Halloween Event 
Planning for Meeting with Peter Ross. (Lindsey will ask Peter what dates he is free to meet). 
Encroachment 
 
 
 
 

 

                                                                        

                                                                                                

 

 

 


